
                                                                                                                                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRIEST ADMINISTRATOR: Fr Joe O’Shea  
PARISH CENTRE: 7 Foote St Dromana 3936 
    Please address ALL correspondence to:  
    PO Box 126 Dromana Vic 3936 

 (03) 9401 6314   website: http://perpetualhelp.org.au 

                                                                                               e-mail: dromana@cam.org.au                  

                                                 Office Hours: Tuesday & Friday 10am – 4.30pm 
      

                                               3rd – 9th May  2020 
    Newsletter, Prayers & Reflections      
 

 Fr Joe to Retire: After extensive discussions, proposals and counsel, and in 

consideration of health issues, the Vicar General has agreed that I should retire on 30th June 
this year (two months hence). Fr John Paul Mount will then become the Administrator of 
Dromana Parish in addition to his appointment as Parish Priest of Rosebud Parish. I am 
working with Fr John Paul to work out what my continuing role might be in Dromana 
Parish. There is every chance that I might continue to say the weekend Masses at Dromana 
and some weekday Masses. It has been a privilege to serve, and hopefully to continue to serve 
in a new way, all in the Parish of Dromana.  Fr Joe  

 

  Hear Archbishop Comensoli’s Message at  https://bit.ly/MessagefromAPAC 
 

 Keep in Touch: See our website: http://perpetualhelp.org.au 
 

►COVID-19 Pandemic: ALL PUBLIC liturgies, including 

celebrations of the Mass, are suspended until further notice. 
Website https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass has Mass online; TV Mass 11am Sun. C31(44). 
Information about COVID-19 is found at: www.cam.org.au/coronavirus  
NOTE: The Sunday Obligation of the Faithful will not apply during this time of suspension. 
 

 

 Support Your Parish: We need to continue to support our Parish while we have no 

collections at Masses. Those who use sacrificial giving envelopes might consider dropping their 
envelopes off at the Parish Office (in the box by the presbytery door) or:  

 Making a direct deposit payment through your bank to :  

1st Collection (Fr Joe)    OLPH Dromana Presbytery Account  BSB 083 347 Acc No: 904378858 
2nd Collection (Parish)  Dromana OLPH Church Account       BSB 083 347 Acc No: 650781814 
Please include your name or envelope number (if you have one) as the reference.  
Or  Credit Card via our new Payment Portal: CDFpay for Our Lady of Perpetual Help        

All donations will be graciously received. We need finance to continue to pay the bills of our Parish.     
 

 Project Compassion: Please bring Project Compassion boxes or set of envelopes to the parish 

office or put them in the box beside the office door or visit www.caritas.org.au to make a donation  

 COVID-19 Appeal: Caritas Australiais is asking for urgent donations to help those families living 

in poverty to access hygiene knowledge, health supplies, soap and clean water that will save their lives. See 

details at https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/covid-19-crisis-appeal 
 

http://perpetualhelp.org.au/
mailto:dromana@cam.org.au
https://bit.ly/MessagefromAPAC
http://perpetualhelp.org.au/
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass
https://secure.artezpacific.com/registrant/FundraisingPage.aspx?registrationID=1309726&langPref=en-CA
https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/covid-19-crisis-appeal


FAMILY PRAYER at HOME – 4th Sunday of Easter 2020 
 

Leader:   Alleluia! Christ is risen! All: Alleluia! Christ is the gate to life eternal, the Good Shepherd ! 
Leader:  Almighty ever-living God, lead us to a share in the joys of heaven, so that the humble flock may 
reach where the brave Shepherd has gone before. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. All: Amen  
 

 FIRST READING:  Acts 2:14.36-41 
God has made Jesus both Lord and Christ. 

 

 RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  

℟   The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

1/ The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me repose. 
Near restful waters he leads me, to revive my drooping spirit.  ℟ 
2/ He guides me along the right path; he is true to his name. 
If I should walk in the valley of darkness no evil would I fear. 
You are there with your crook and your staff;  
with these you give me comfort. ℟ 
3/ You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight of my foes. 
My head you have anointed with oil; my cup is overflowing. ℟ 
4/ Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me all the days of my life. 
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell for ever and ever. ℟ 

 

 SECOND READING:    1st Peter 2:20-25 
You had gone astray but now you have come back to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 

 

 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:   

Alleluia, alleluia! I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; 
I know my sheep, and mine know me. Alleluia! 
 

 GOSPEL:    John 10:1-10 I am the gate of the sheepfold. 

►Think about the readings. You can use Lectio Divina on p3 for reflection on the Gospel. 
Leader: Dear brothers and sisters, Jesus Christ is the gate. Let us make our prayers through Him to the Father. 

For the Shepherds of our Church: our Holy Father Pope Francis, our Bishops and pastors. May they reflect a Father’s 
love and care for all whom they serve. Lord Hear Us. All: Lord hear our prayer. 

For our world at this time: that Christ the Good Shepherd may bring hope, strength and healing to all who suffer. 
Lord Hear Us. All: Lord hear our prayer. 

For our Church: that the Good Shepherd may heal those in pain, and strengthen those in service. Lord Hear Us. All: 
Lord hear our prayer. 

For vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life from our parish community. Lord Hear Us. All: Lord hear our 
prayer. 

For our seminarians and all those in formation to priesthood and consecrated life: that our prayers may support them 
in their vocations. Lord Hear Us. All: Lord hear our prayer. 

Special intentions…….local needs…….  Lord Hear Us. All: Lord hear our prayer. 
For the dead: especially for our deceased family and friends and for those priests who have served our parish and 

Diocese. May they enjoy the reward of their labours. Lord Hear Us. All: Lord hear our prayer. 
Leader: Loving Father, Your Son came to lead us to you. Hear the prayers we make in his name, confident of your care 
for us at all times, but especially now. Through Christ our Lord. All: Amen. 
Leader: Jesus opens the way to eternal life , so let us pray the prayer that Jesus taught us: All: Our Father ….  
Leader: May God bless us and keep us safe on our journey through this time of Pandemic.  
All: In the name of the Father,  and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

(Ecumenical prayer from the National Council of Churches. We have been invited to pray this prayer at 7pm each day.) 

Gracious God, We give thanks anew for your providence and presence. We prayerfully seek your grace, amidst COVID-
19 here and overseas. We pray for those in need of healing. We pray for your peace with those who are anxious or 
grieving. We pray you will continue to strengthen and sustain all those who are serving in response. We pray for your Holy 
Spirit’s discernment amidst the many choices and decisions facing our national, community and medical leaders. We pray 
we each might see quickly what more we can do to help those who are vulnerable. This prayer for our nation in the family 
of nations, with all that is on our hearts, we gather now and pray through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  

St Joseph, Protector of the Church, pray for us. 



 Sell Raffle Tickets: Due to the current COVID -19 restrictions, the combined Churches raffle 
has been granted an extension.   Ticket Sales Closing Date:  11th September   Draw Date:  26th 
September at 7.15 pm   Publication of Winners Date:  30th September. 
We still have over 80 Books of Tickets to sell. Get books of tickets from the the Parish office during office 
hours. Ticket butts can & should be returned to the Parish office or the drop-off box beside the presbytery 

door ASAP. We need to make this Raffle a fundraiser for our Parish !!   Fr Joe 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

WORD of God – are we Listening better ? 

Use these notes to pray through Lectio Divina  

on the text of this Sunday’s Gospel:  

Lectio: Our Sunday Gospels come from the Gospel of 

John for the rest of the Season of Easter. The Lord is 
risen; how now are we to recognize him? Our text comes 
after the cure of the man born blind. Without faith we 
can be blind; i.e. blind to who Jesus is. Jesus will use the 
words: “I am”; i.e. Jesus is identifying himself as God. 
For the blind (e.g. those plotting against him) this is 
seen as blasphemy and proof that he must be done away 
with. Jesus uses the image of sheep with which his 
audience would be familiar. Sheep have poor forward 
eyesight. Sheep compensate for poor vision with 
excellent hearing. Jesus should not be done away with 
but he is essential to us (i.e. sheep – with poor forward 
vision). In this COVID-19 Crisis, we have poor vision of 
the future !! For us, if we are to go out and live our lives 
in true freedom – Jesus is the ‘gate’. 

Read: John 10: 1 – 10 
 

 Jesus said: ‘I tell you most solemnly, anyone who does 
not enter the sheepfold through the gate, but gets in some 
other way is a thief and brigand. The one who enters 
through the gate is the shepherd of the flock; the 
gatekeeper lets him in, the sheep hear his voice, one by 
one he calls his own sheep and leads them out. When he 
has brought out his flock, he goes ahead of them, and the 
sheep follow because they know his voice. They never 
follow a stranger but run away from him: they do not 
recognise the voice of strangers.’ 

Jesus told them this parable but they failed to 
understand what he meant by telling it to them. 

So Jesus spoke to them again: 
‘I tell you most solemnly, 
I am the gate of the sheepfold. 
All others who have come 
are thieves and brigands; 
but the sheep took no notice of them. 
I am the gate. 
Anyone who enters through me will be safe: 
he will go freely in and out 
and be sure of finding pasture. 
The thief comes 
only to steal and kill and destroy. 
I have come 
so that they may have life 
and have it to the full.’ 

Meditatio: Who is Jesus for me? To what ‘voices’ do I 

listen? Is Jesus present to me through the Scriptures? 

Have I let influences lead me in ways that sap my life? 
Am I growing in faith or letting it slip during this 
present crisis? Have I a clear vision of where I am 
going? Can I see the danger in ‘fake news’ – where, and 
from whom, do I seek the truth? Is it with Jesus that I 
feel safe? Do I trust that it is Jesus who will open the 
way for me to life and life to the full?  

Oratio: Pray that our listening maty be improved – 

that we can hear the voice of Jesus. Pray for those who 
have have no one to trust. Pray that those in authority 
will not lead people astray. Pray that social interaction 
may be nourished and not obscured in these times of 
social distancing. Pray for safety and health security. 
Pray for courage till we can return to life to the full. 

Contemplatio – Dwell in stillness, simply aware of the 

boundless expanse of mercy that surrounds you.  

After your prayer – Stand at your gate a consider what 

Jesus is asking of you at this time.           Fr Joe 
 

 
              

 
 

 Please pray for those who are sick especially: 
Carl Rooney (Fr Joe’s nephew), John Jose, 
Raelene Watt, John Coughlin, Mike Henry, 
Denise Vidoni, Mark Burns, Jenny Brewer, 
Hank Morris, and all those who need our 
prayers. May they receive the Lord’s comfort 
and strength.  

 (Because we respect your privacy – For people to be named on the list of the prayers for the sick: 

their names must first be submitted on an AUTHORIZATION FORM available from the Parish Office.) 

 

 Please pray for those who died recently, and for 
those whose anniversaries occur about this time, and 
for all who have died. May they rest in peace.  
 

 Please pray for Vocations :  Pope Francis tells us:  

Every vocation is born of that gaze of love with which the 
Lord came to meet us, perhaps even at a time when out 
boat was being battered by the storm. We will succeed in 
discovering and embracing our vocation once we open our 
hearts in gratitude and perceive the passage of God in our 
lives. (Message for World Day of Prayer for Vocations, 3/5/2020)  

Let us pray for the young people in our community, and in our 
families and circle of friends. May our prayers and presence 
reflect the gaze of love from the Lord to help them discover 
their vocation.  

Lord, stretch out his hand, take hold of us, and save us. May 
we take heart, and not be afraid! Lord, Jesus be at our side, 
when we acknowledge him as the one Lord of our lives.  

Lord help us to know what are our fundamental life choices - 
like marriage or special consecration to your service – give us 
courage to answer your call. You know the questions, doubts 
and difficulties that toss the boats of our hearts, may your 
words: “Take heart, it is I; have no fear”, reassure us. Amen. 
 

 More Prayers etc for 4th Sunday of Easter: 

See p 5-7 for Prayers & Activities for Children 
See p 8-11 for Readings & Prayers for Adults/Families 

Brisbane Liturgy 

Readings of next Sunday: 
5th Sunday of Easter, Yr A 

1st Reading:   :  Acts 6: 1-7 

Resp. Psalm: Ps 32: 1-2. 4-5. 18-19 
2nd Reading: 1st Peter 2: 4-9 
Gospel:          John 14: 1-12 
 
 

 



 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


